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Mk 12:38-44

In the course of his teaching Jesus said to the crowds,
"Beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long
robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces, seats of
honor in synagogues, and places of honor at banquets.
They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext
recite lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe
condemnation.”

He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how
the crowd put money into the treasury. Many rich peo-
ple put in large sums. A poor widow also came and put
in two small coins worth a few cents. Calling his disci-
ples to himself, he said to them,

"Amen, [ say to you, this poor widow put in more than
all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have
all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from
her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole
livelihood.".

Key Points

t Jesus warns that the scribes, who pursue vanity
and self-importance, will be condemned for neglect-
ing the needs of others.

t In contrast, Jesus observes a poor widow offering
her small donation and says that her heart for God is
richer than that of anyone else. This isn't a call to
give away all your wealth to the church, but rather a
reminder not to chase after vanity and, instead, to
pay attention to and care for those in need around
you.

Reflection

1. When I serve, am I genuinely seeking to glorify
God, or do I find myself drawn, like the scribes and
Pharisees, toward my own sense of righteousness,
recognition, or praise?

2. How am I responding to the God who has given
me everything? Let’s take time to reflect on this.

AZ M 31=Y T
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& Archdiocesan 24-hour

Abuse Reporting hotline:

= 1-888-437-0764 .

Georgia Department of Human Services

Division of Family and Child Services (DFCS):
1-855-GA CHILD (+1 855-422-4453)
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