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Mk 13:24-32

Jesus said to his disciples: "In those days after that trib-
ulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

"And then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in the
clouds' with great power and glory, and then he will
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky.

"Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch be-
comes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that sum-
mer is near. In the same way, when you see these
things happening, know that he is near, at the gates.
Amen, [ say to you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

"But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the an-
gels in heaven, nor the Son but only the Father."

t The Gospel of the Lord. @Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.

Key Points

t The sun, moon, and stars—symbols of life and
order from the beginning—are depicted here as
losing their light, falling into darkness and tur-
moil as signs of the end times.

While the end of the world is portrayed in cata-
strophic terms, Jesus urges His disciples to face it
with faith, hope, and expectation.

1 "But about that day or hour no one knows, not
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son.

"The focus is not on the world's end itself but on the
present moment. It is an invitation to examine how
we encounter the Lord, the source of life, in our dai-
ly lives, to be prepared, and to "stay awake."

Reflection

1. Jesus says, "Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will never pass away." How am [ en-
countering Jesus, who remains with us until the
end, in my daily life?

2. How am I responding to the call to "stay awake"
and to always be prepared?

AS MB2FY(LAE FY) 7
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