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Matthew 2:1-12

Wbt s om e o s e e f g
r magl from rrived in Jerusalem, sayin:
“Where 1 the hewborm king of the Jews? > SAVING,

We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”
Wﬁen King Herod Elearcf1 %ng _he w[as greatly troullg]ileg, alaag ﬁll
Jerysalem with him. Assem ,Img all the chief prhests and the
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was
o be born. They said to him, " In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it
as been writtén through the prophet: An you, Bethle e
and of Judah, are by no meani least among L € rulers of Juda
fmce1 rom you shall come a ruler, who is to’s
srael.

hen Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them
the time pf the star’s e%)pearance. e entﬁ? m to Bethlehem
a dscialh Go and searc glll ently for the child. en yoy have
found him, bring me word, that I'too may go and do him hom-
age.

After theii]au iegce with the king they set out. And behold, the
star that they ha }s]een at its risin pre%ede them, until it came
and stopped over the place wherethe child was.

They were overjoye seeing the star, and on entering th
l‘ﬁ)uze they saw ﬁg c%iﬁtwit% l\%aryehis m’o’?her. Tri'lley prostgrateg
themselves and did him homage.

Then they opened thei[l treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

And having been warned in a_dream not to return to Herod,
they departed for their country by another way.

T The Gospel of the Lord. @Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Key Points

T The Contrastinﬁ Attitudes of the Magi and Herod
The Magi, guided by the star announcing the birth of the
King of the Jews," journeyed a great distance to worship
Him, bringing precious gifts. In contrast, Herod, the reigning
king of the Jews, summoned the Sanhedrin, Although the
Jewish religious leaders accurately interpreted the prophecy,
they made no effort to seek the Messiah. Herod, upon hear-
ing the prophecy, concealed malicious intent in his heart,
Flotting to harm the Messiah. Let us reflect on the stark dif-
erence between the Magi, who earnestly sought Jesus, and
Herod, along with the chief priests and scribes, who pursued
a path of rejection and hostility.

T A New Path

The Malg[i, warned in a dream by an angel, chose not to re-
turn to Herod but instead took a different route back to their
homeland. Their decision allowed them to avoid Herod’s
schemes and obey divine guidance. An encounter with Jesus
transforms us, inviting us to change our course and walk a
new path.

Reflection

1. The differing responses reveal the hearts with which
they received the coming of Jesus Christ. What atti-
tude do I bring when I worship the Lord?

2. The Magi chose to follow the anggl’s guidance ra-
ther than Herod's instructions, taking a new path
home. When faced with important decisions, how do
[ <li(15$ern and choose the path God is calling me to
take’
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