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Luke 2,22-40

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and
Joseph took Jesus uF to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of
the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the
sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the
law of the Lord.
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and de-
vout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.
He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to per-
form the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying:
Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, accordinﬁ to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light
for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”
The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the
fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted ,
-and you yourself a sword will pierce- so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was ad-
vanced in years, av1r_1ghhved seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. _ ) )
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fastmg and prayer. )
And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all
who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. _
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the
favor of God was upon him.

t The Gospel of the Lord. ©Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Key Points

+ The Exemplary Obedience of Jesus' Parents to the Law

According to the Law of Moses, all Israelite parents were required to consecrate their
firstborn sons to God and perform the purification rites to remove the mother's ritual im-
purity, In obedience to this law, Jesus’ parents brought Him to the temple to be consecrat-
ed. Following the Levitical provision that allowed the poor to offer doves, Mary and Joseph
demonstrated a life of humble obedience and faithfulness within their modest circum-
stances.

t “My eyes have seen your salvation.”

Simeon and Anna, prophets who devoted their lives to prayer and service in the temple,
eagerly awaited the salvation of Israel. When Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus for
consecration, these faithful servants recognized Him as the long-awaited Messiah. Their
prayerful ‘and devoted lives, filled with a deep longing to see the Lord, gave them the faith
to recognize salvation in the vulnerable form of a small child rather than in a grand and
majestic Messiah.

t “And a sword will pierce your own soul too, so that the thoughts of many hearts
will be revealed.

Simeon prophesied that Jesus’ mission to bring salvation to all nations would involve sac-
rifice and suffering. This r'th'ecy foreshadowed the passion of Christ and the first of
Mary’s Seven Sorrows, highlighting her role as a model of faith who remained obedient to
God’s will even amid immense pain and suffering.

Reflection

1. Reflect on the obedjence of Mary and Joseph in presenting the infant Jesus. In 1Lyour re-
Etlogshlp with God, what is thé attitude of your heart, and what are you offering to
im?

2. Consider the lives of Simeon and Anna, who faithfully waited for salvation with perse-
verance and devotion. Reflect on your exPerlences of enduring hardships with faith and
share how you maintained patience and trust, Pray for the grace to see God’s salvation

plan with the guidance of the Holy Spirit and to discern and choose the path God has
prepared for you.
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