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Luke 5,1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening
to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of
Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the
lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were wash-
ing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short
distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught
the crowds from the boat. After he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water
and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply,
“Master, we have worked hard all night and have
caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the
nets. “When they had done this, they caught a great
number of fish and their nets were tearing. They sig-
naled to their partners in the other boat to come to
help them. They came and filled both boats so that
the boats were in danger of sinking. When Simon Pe-
ter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
“Depart from me, Lord, for [ am a sinful man.” For
astonishment at the catch of fish they had made
seized him and all those with him, and likewise James
and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of
Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching men.” When they brought
their boats to the shore, they left everything and fol-
lowed him.

t The Gospel of the Lord. ©Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.

t This passage describes the moment Jesus calls Peter
and the fishermen to be His first disciples. After a
night of catching nothing, Simon Peter hears Jesus
say, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a
catch.” Peter’s “empty nets” symbolize the emptiness
and unfulfilled longings we may experience in our
own lives. Despite his expertise as a fisherman, Peter
entrusts himself to Jesus and follows His call to ven-
ture into the “deep waters.” The result is an abun-
dance of fish, a clear sign of God’s power and good-
ness. In the light of the Lord, Peter recognizes his own
sinfulness and unworthiness. Yet, sharing the boat
with Jesus, Peter embraces his true calling to be a
fisher of people in the vast sea of the world, leaving
everything behind to follow Him.

Reflection

1. Like Peter’s “empty nets,” where do you experience
emptiness or unfulfilled longings in your life? What
holds you back from trusting Jesus and venturing
into the "deep waters” He is calling you toward?

2. Those who follow Jesus as disciples learn from Him
and are sent into the world as apostles to fulfill their
mission. What does it mean for you to follow Jesus
as a disciple, and how do you understand your call-
ing as an apostle?
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