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Luke 13, 1-9

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacri-
fices. Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that
because these Galileans suffered in this way, they were
greater sinners than all other Galileans? By no means!
But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as
they did! Or those eighteen people who were killed
when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do you think
they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in
Jerusalem? By no means!

But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as
they did!”

And he told them this parable: “There once was a per-
son who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when
he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said
to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in
search of fruit on this fig tree but have found none. So
cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?” He said to
him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall
cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may
bear fruit in the future. If not, you can cut it down.”

t The Gospel of the Lord. @Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Key Points

t Jesus teaches that accidents are not divine punish-
ment for sinners but unpredictable events that can
happen to anyone at any time. He urges us not to de-
lay repentance but to turn to God now. In Scripture,
repentance is not merely about moral correction but a
transformation of our thoughts and actions to align
with God's will rather than our own. When we shift
our focus from self-centered desires to God—the
source of love and life—we grow closer to Him.

Reflection

1. Each day is uncertain, and we never know what may
happen. Let us reflect on whether our own thoughts
and selfishness are creating barriers that keep God
from dwelling within us.

2. Jesus offers us hope and patiently waits for us to
bear fruit. As we reflect on the parable of the barren
fig tree, let us contemplate the fruits Jesus calls us
to cultivate in our lives.
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